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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 2/3/09 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

2. Claim 24 

a. Applicant argues that Diepstraten neither discloses nor suggests prioritiz[ing] said 
communications packets for transmission based on ....the total number of packets 
transmitted to each mobile unit" and "the order in which packets were received by the 
access point," as recited in claim 24. 

b. However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. As cited by the Examiner, 
Diepstraten teaches in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention, there is 
provided a method of accessing a communication medium of a local area network for 
isochronous and asynchronous communication between a plurality of communication 
stations which communicate by way of a base station. The method includes the steps of 
(1) generating uniform timing periods in the base station, (2) accessing the medium each 
period with at least one isochronous packet {Le., An example of isochronous traffic is 
so- called packetized voice traffic) from the base station with a higher access priority 
(i.e., priority is interpreted as established in order of importance or urgency ) than any 
asynchronous packets pending at the commencement of each timing period, (3) delaying 
any asynchronous packets in each timing period until the at least one isochronous packet 
and any isochronous traffic transmitted in response d.e.. based on the priority/order in 
which they were received. The transmission of voice packets are given priority with 
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respect to bidirectional communication. In other words voice packets are processed with 
priority with respect to when they are received and the responses are given priority 
likewise) thereto have attempted access to the medium, and (5) accessing the medium for 
transmission of the asynchronous packets during the remainder of each timing period. 

3. Claim 25 

c. Claim 25 recites "prioritizing said communications packets for transmission based 
on" "the total number of packets transmitted to each mobile unit" and "the order in which 
the packets were received by the access point." Thus, it is respectfully submitted that 
claim 25 is also not allowable for at least the reasons discussed above with reference to 
claim 24. 

4. Claim 26 

d. Claim 26 recites a transmitter being configured to "prioritize said communications 
packets for transmission based on ....the total number of packets transmitted to each 
receiver" and "the order in which the packets were received by the transmitter." Thus, it 
is respectfully submitted that claim 26 is also not allowable for at least the reasons 
discussed above with reference to claim 24. 

5. Claims 27-29 

e. Because claims 27-29 depend from and, therefore, include all the limitations of 
claim 26, it is respectfully submitted that these claims are also not allowable. 

6. Claim 32 

f Claim 32 recites "prioritizing said communications packets for transmission based 
on" "the total number of packets transmitted to each mobile unit" and "the order in which 



Application/Control Number: 10/033,861 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

the packets were received by the access point." Thus, it is respectfiilly submitted that this 
claim is also not allowable for at least the reasons discussed above with reference to 
claim 24. 

7. Claims 33-35 

g. Because claims 33- 35 depend from and, therefore, include all the limitations of 
claim 26, it is respectfully submitted that these claims are also not allowable. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 24-29 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Diepstraten 

et al. US Patent No.: 5,329,531, hereinafter, "Diepstraten". 

Consider claims 24 and 25, Diepsraten teaches a Method and An access point that provides voice 
and data communications for use in a wireless local area network having a plurality of mobile 
units(i.e., Isosynchronous and Asynchronous Trafnc)(e.g., see at least the abstract of 
disclosure and col. 2 lines 15-34), said access point being configured to: receive signals 
canying contmiunications packets directed to particular mobile units(e.g., see at least base 
stations and mobile stations noted mth respect to figure 1); prioritize said communications 
packets for transmission based on:whether a current packet is a voice communication 
packet(i.e.,iso vs asynch traffic )(e.g., see at least col. 2 line 15-col. 3 line 37);_the total number 
of packets transmitted to each mobile unit(e.g. see at least col. 2 line 15 -col. 3 lines 37 and col. 
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6 lines 60-65); and the order in which the packets were received by the access point(e.g. see at 
least col. 2 line 15 -col. 3 lines 37 and col. 6 lines 60-65)(i.e., packet sequence and priority). 

Consider claims 26 and 32, Dieprateten teaches a method and a transmitter for use in a 
carrier sense multiple access communications system(e.g., see at least abstract of disclosure), 
said transmitter being configured to: receive signals carrying communications packets directed to 
particular receiver units(e.g., see at least base stations and mobile stations noted with respect 
to figure 1); prioritize said communications packets for transmission based on: whether a current 
packet is a voice conmiunication packet(i.e.,iso vs asynch traffic )(e.g., see at least col. 2 line 
15-col. 3 line 37); the total number of packets transmitted to each receiver unit; and the order in 
which the packets were received by the transmitter(e.g. see at least col. 2 line 15 -col. 3 lines 37 
and col. 6 lines 60-65); and use a contention window of a first duration for transmitting packets 
that are for voice conmiunications(i.e., using a medium access procedure to share 
medium)(e.g. see at least col. 2 line 15 -col. 3 lines 37 and col. 6 lines 60-65); and use another 
contention window of a second duration that is different fi-om said first duration for transmitting 
other packets(i.e., using a medium access procedure to share medium)(e.g. see at least col. 2 
line 15 -col. 3 lines 37 and col. 6 lines 60-65). 

Consider claims 27 and 33 and as applied to claims 26 and 32, Diepstraten teaches 
wherein the first duration is shorter than the second duration(e.g., see at least col. 5 lines 6-16). 

Consider claims 28 and 34 and as applied to claims 26 and 32, Diepstraten wherein 
said transmitter is an access point of said communications system(e.g., see at least context of 
base station in figure 1). 

Consider claims 29 and 35 and as applied to claims 26 and 32, Diepstraten teaches 
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wherein said transmitter is a remote terminal in said communications system(e.g., see at least 
context of station in figure 1). 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHARLES SHEDRICK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8621 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571)-272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Charles Shedrick/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

/Lester Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



